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Parish Register
Deaths:

Mrs Evelyn Grant, Lyness Court, Polmont
Mrs Eileen Hutton, Grahamston House Care Home, Falkirk
Mrs Marion Tully, Berryhill Crescent, Grangemouth
Mr Andrew Redpath, Franchi Drive, Stenhousemuir

Prayer John 15:16
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go out and bear
fruit says the Lord.
Lord and Heavenly Father we give thanks that we are here because you chose us to do your
work here on earth.
Thank you for our church family in supporting one another through prayer, worship, care and
love
Forgive us Lord when we doubt you and don’t spend time with you and reading our bibles.
Father God we lift our minister up to you asking your Blessings upon him and teaching us your
word.
We look forward to the time ahead of us, help us to see through your eyes, and take each new
day as it comes.
Lord, we thank you for the time with our families over the festive period asking to keep them
safe either travelling to be with us or us travelling to be with them
All this we ask in your Precious Name. Amen.
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Women’ s Association
The Association is up and running again. We decided to meet on a Wednesday afternoon from
2-4pm. This suits most of the members better than coming out at night.
Most afternoons we just meet for a cuppa and chat but it gets us out. However, we do have a
few things booked. The Bohemians are bringing a small group to entertain us on 11th
November. On the 24th we will have a bake sale, the proceeds get our funds up a bit to allow us
to get people to come and speak. We have our Christmas lunch booked for the 8th December in
the Abbotsinch. Then we will close till after Christmas. In January we have “The Barber Shop”
coming to entertain us for Burns. There are a few other things coming up in the new year but I
can let you know about them later. Remember any lady is welcome to come along and join us.
At the moment we are getting approximately 30 ladies each week so we do have room for more.
Why not join us ladies if you are free on a Wednesday afternoon.
Helen Scott

Flower Guild
Because of restrictions we were unable to have fresh flowers in the church for most of last year,
however we have now started to display fresh flowers for Sunday services and to give them to
sick, elderly or bereaved members of the church family. To that end the yearly subscription
(£10) to the Flower Guild will be collected after the service on Communion Sunday 5th
December.

Foodbank Collections
Sunday 5th December2021
NO January collection
Sunday 6th February
Donations can be brought to Sunday Worship
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DIARY DATES
Wednesday 1st December
Joint Sessions & Congregation Meeting
Abbotsgrange Church
7pm

Sunday 5th December
Communion
11am

Sunday 12th December
Gift Service for Grangemouth Community Pantry
11am

Bereavement Service
7pm

Sunday 5th December, 12th December, 19th December
Christmas Market
After morning Worship
Large Hall

Sunday 19th December
Christmas Concert
7pm

Sunday 26th December
Sunday Worship
11am
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Session Clerk
I hope this magazine finds you well and looking forward to Christmas. It has been another
difficult year and I know many of you are finding it a struggle to keep motivated with the constant
fear of COVID always in the background. I try to keep positive and look on the increasing
medical research with vaccinations and boosters as small shoots that will allow us to flourish
once again and be confident enough to come out and enjoy life. This year at KHR we had our
60th Anniversary, what a day, it was lovely to be part of it. There were faces from long ago
visiting and what a joy it was to watch the film which John Beattie had filmed at the time of the
building of our church. From what was a field our lovely building appeared. I know a great deal
of you now fear we will lose our building with the merging of the 3 churches, which I add has not
been decided yet, but I know that whatever happens in the future the spirit of KHR will remain
and I am sure that we will enrich our future congregation as they will us. Finding new friendships
and encouragement from folks we have yet to meet is something we can look forward to.
I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and Good Health for 2022.
Kathryn Bennie,
Session Clerk

Christmas Concert
A concert will take place on Sunday 19th December in the Church at 7pm. The concert will have
song and verse and a chance to join in. A much-needed boost in the festive period especially
after the restrictions last year. Tea/coffee and Christmas fayre will be served in the hall after the
concert. There is no ticket fee and is open to our community of churches.

5

FROM THE MANSE …
Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift. —2 Corinthians 9:15
The year has gone so fast. It has been an eventful year, with ups and downs, a lot of bad news
and uncertainty. Our churches struggled to keep their heads above the water. We lost some of
our loved ones and friends during the year. The pandemic refuses to go away. I am sure you
can add more negative items to this list.
In a few weeks, it will be Christmas. Christmas is a time when we remember the birth of Jesus
and we also look forward to spending time with family and friends. I wonder how your Christmas
will be this year.
To some it will be the same as last year, a time to celebrate with family and friends. However, to
others it is going to be different. The negative events of the year may have killed our joy for
Christmas, leaving us with nothing good to look forward to. Whichever side you are on I would
like you to remember that we all have a reason to celebrate, regardless of what we have
experienced in the year. It is the indescribable gift of God to all of us.
God does not have many gifts for humanity, He only has one gift. Scripture (John 3:16) does not
say, For God so loved the world that He gave love, peace, prosperity, or this and that. John
4:10, Jesus said, “if you knew the gift of God, you would have asked Him, and He would have
given you living waters.” There is only one gift of God, and it is a person. It is not good health,
love, peace, money, or prosperity.
However, John 3:16 says, God gave His one and only son so that anyone who believes in Him
may have eternal life. Friends, this is one thing that we can celebrate regardless of what we
have experienced in the year. The temptation before us to be obsessed by the things that took
away our joy and peace in the year to the extent that we forget about the indescribable gift of
God.
God’s gift to us is indescribable because it is a gift that makes an eternal difference in our lives
regardless of the circumstances that we find ourselves in. During Christmas, we try to give a gift
to our loved ones, a gift that will make a difference in their lives. Last year for Christmas, I
bought a dollhouse for my girls. I remember how crazy they were about this dollhouse. In the
following days, they played with it every day. However, a few weeks ago I discovered how
inadequate the gift was because this Christmas they want something else.
Unlike the gifts we give to one another, God’s gift is a once and for all gift. It is adequate to
satisfy the emptiness in humanity regardless of the situation that we find ourselves in. We may
have lost someone or somethings in our lives. Things may not have gone the way we expected.
However, we should rejoice that we still have eternal life in Jesus Christ. Whether the year had
ups and downs or not. Christmas is a time that reminds us of the one and only, the eternal gift
God gave us. That is Jesus Christ our Lord.
I am not praying that this Christmas season fill you with joy, love, and laughter. However, I am
thanking God for his indescribable. Praying that He may fill your every day with His joy, love,
and peace. May He make way for a fresh and bright new year.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from Ronald, Petronella, Maka, Mufaro and
Munashe. We love you!
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Letter received from Rt Hon Lord Wallace of Tankerness QC – Moderator
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Finance
Despite some relaxation in the Covid rules, we continue to experience very strange times, with
the requirement for masks continuing to make life difficult. Attendance at worship has remained
steady, which is great to see, and I very much appreciate all your efforts to keep the church
going.
Thank you again to everyone who has donated online, by post, or at one of our services. While
our services are not quite back to normal, it is nice to have the opportunity to be in church again
and experience the warmth of fellowship.
Since the last issue of the magazine, our accounts for 2020 have been attested by presbytery
and have been sent to OSCR (charities commission) and 121 George Street. Thankfully, this
completes the accounting process for this year, but it won’t be long until I need to do it all over
again for 2021’s accounts!
Forecast
I have been trying to forecast how our financial position will look by the end of 2021. While there
may be some improvement between now and the end of the year, I suspect that we will again
be unable to meet our commitment to George Street for Ministry and Mission. We were asked to
pay £33,000 in 2021, but with only £15,000 paid to date, it will not be possible for us to pay the
remainder. While this is disappointing, it reflects the difficulties that we have faced since the
outbreak of Covid, with restrictions on attendances, fund-raising, etc. We will certainly not be
alone in this unwelcome position, and I would say the generosity of our members and friends is
at the same high level it has always been.
May I take this opportunity to thank you all for your contributions to Kirk of the Holy Rood,
whether it be your time, your talent, or your financial assistance.
Donation Envelopes
I have taken on the responsibility for administering the Donation Envelopes (freewill offering and
fabric). May I take this opportunity to thank my predecessor, Norman Scott, for the work he has
put in over the years, when the volume of work was on a whole different scale to what it is now.
I also thank Norman for his guidance thus far and going forward. I will no doubt stumble from
time to time, as I learn the ropes, so please bear with me. Also, if anyone wishes to either start
using envelopes, or stop using them, please just let me know. I know that some of you are keen
to use online banking, or to pay by cheque. I’ll be happy to make whatever changes are
necessary.
If I can leave you with one message for this year, it is this. Please consider signing up for Gift
Aid if you haven't done so already. HMRC will contribute a further 25% of any donations you
make to KHR, and there are no down sides or complications. Extra contributions from HMRC
could make a significant difference to our attempts to break even in this most difficult of financial
years, and the years to come.
If I don’t manage to see you before Christmas, may I wish you the very best for Christmas, the
festive season, and 2022.
Also, if you have any questions about any aspect of the church finances, please feel free to ask.
Best Wishes
Stuart
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Christmas Fundraising
Once again, this year we have been unable to hold our usual Christmas Fayre due to concerns
regarding the number of people in the hall. However, in an effort to bring a little bit of an
opportunity for folks to purchase some Christmas gifts or cards we have decided to hold a
Christmas Market. This will take the form of 2 to 3 stalls on the Sundays leading up to
Christmas, 5th 12th and 19th December. The stalls will be in the hall while tea & coffee are being
served after morning worship. Please come along to worship and pop into the hall to support our
stall holders.

Outreach
We raised a magnificent sum for the MND society £446. I would like to say a big thank you to
Betty Sutherland for her hard work and commitment to Outreach, and for her support as I learn
what being the Convenor of Outreach involves. Going forward I hope we will be able to help
more in our local community, starting with the Christmas Appeal, for the gift service. We are
asking for Donations to the Grangemouth Food Pantry, who will be telling us about their work on
21st November.
Last year the food pantry had no luxury items for their members. This year we are asking for tins
or boxes of biscuits, shortbread or/and chocolates or sweets. Please ensure it’s a long sell buy
date so they can be enjoyed into the New Year.
I know these donations will be deeply appreciated and will mean that families and individuals
will have a treat to look forward to on Christmas Day.
Kind Regards
Allyson Black & Outreach Committee

9

Sheena Duggan wishes
everyone a very merry Christmas and
a healthy New Year 2022

Margaret & John Thomson would like
to wish you all a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year.

Christmas Blessings to everyone in
our church KHR, who are working
hard whilst following strict regulations
for COVID-19
Moira Gilliland

Kirk of the Holy Rood
Minister and Kirk Session
Wish all of our members
A very Merry Christmas
And
A Healthy New Year
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